
 

 
 

ELIMINATE THE CRIMINAL STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT CRIMES 
Support HB 5246 An Act Eliminating the Statute of Limitations in  

the Case of Sexual Assault 

 
Justice Should Not Have An Expiration Date 

 
THE ISSUE 
The impacts of sexual violence can last a lifetime, but for survivors of sexual violence, the chance to 
seek help through our criminal justice system does not. For the majority of sexual assault crimes, 
Connecticut law provides survivors of sexual violence with only a five-year criminal statute of 
limitations. This is the window of time in which the state can bring criminal charges against a 
perpetrator. Connecticut has the third shortest statute of limitation in the country, and the shortest in 
New England.  
 
WHY ELIMINATE?  
Connecticut law does not provide adequate time for a survivor to decide to report the crime before the 
statute of limitations runs out. The five-year window is too short. Many victims and survivors need 
time to process what happened, heal and gather the strength to report the crime. The window is often 
closed before many victims come to terms with what happened. 
  
● The Department of Justice’s Office on Violence Against Women acknowledges that “sexual 

assault...is a deeply traumatic crime that can cause severe damage to survivors’ emotional, 
spiritual, and psychological well-being.”  According to the National Institutes of Health, sexual 1

violence is the leading cause of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) in women. 
 
● Victims face multiple barriers to reporting immediately after the assault. In addition to coping with 

the impact of trauma from the assault, survivors often face threats by the offender, their family 
members or friends. They also risk being blamed, shamed or scrutinized for their assault if they 
disclose or report the abuse. 

 
● For those who report within the five-year window, five years has not always been enough time to 

investigate and bring a case against a perpetrator, allowing some likely offenders to go free. 
 
● High-profile cases and thousands of #MeToo accounts of sexual assault have illustrated the ability 

of individuals to escape or nearly escape prosecution because the statute of limitation has passed. 
 
● Connecticut’s short reporting window does not account for new crimes that involve online 

victimization. Now that images of a sexual assault or sexual images taken without a victim’s 
consent can be circulated online, they may not be discovered until after the five-year window has 
closed. This was the case for one recent Connecticut survivor whose offender was not charged in 
time and thus not held accountable for the crime. 

 

1 https://www.justice.gov/ovw/blog/importance-understanding-trauma-informed-care-and-self-care-victim-service-providers 



● In instances where the survivor experienced abuse or assault as a minor, the statute of limitations 
is thirty years past the age of majority. Removing the statute of limitations in these cases will help 
child victims who feel unsafe, or are often unable to come to terms with what happened to them, 
feel supported enough to come forward in adulthood. 

 

HOW DOES CONNECTICUT COMPARE WITH OTHER STATES?  2

At just five years, Connecticut has one of the shortest reporting windows in the country and the 
shortest among the surrounding states: 
 
States that have no statute of limitation for felony sexual assault crimes (8 states) 
California, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming 
 
States with a statute of limitation of 21 years or more (28 states) 
Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Delaware, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North 
Carolina, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin and 
Wyoming 
 
States with a statute of limitation of 11-20 years (9 states) 
Colorado, Georgia, Massachusetts, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Nevada 
 
States with a statute of limitation of 10 years or less (13 states) 
Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire, North 
Dakota, Texas, Vermont, and Washington 

 

Eliminating the statute of limitations does not change the burden of proof required for a criminal case 
to move forward. A prosecuting attorney would not bring a case forward unless they had sufficient 
evidence to do so. 
 
Connecticut’s statute of limitations for sexual assault crimes should be removed to fully acknowledge 
the impact of trauma on survivors of sexual violence and the barriers they face when reporting, and to 
hold the persons who commit acts of sexual violence accountable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS?  
Please contact Laura Cordes, Executive Director, Connecticut Alliance to End Sexual Violence  

Laura@EndSexualViolenceCT.org | 860-282-9881 | EndSexualViolenceCT.org 
 

Connecticut Alliance to End Sexual Violence Member Centers 

 

2 https://www.rainn.org/statutes-limitations 


