
The Connecticut
Alliance to End
Sexual Violence

stands with 
the LGBTQ+ 
community.

FIGHTING
ANTI-LGBTQ+
GROOMING
RHETORIC
A current tactic in public discourse is weaponizing language
from the anti-sexual violence field, including terms like
“grooming” and “pedophile,” to paint LGBTQ+ and trans 
people, and education about gender, sexuality, and the
existence of the LGBTQ+ community, as inherently dangerous 
to children. It’s a discriminatory strategy to motivate anti-
LGBTQ+ misinformation, policies, and violence in the 
United States, and we resolutely reject it in all its forms. 

Grooming is a tactic commonly used to abuse children in which
someone methodically builds a trusting relationship with a child,
their family, and community to manipulate, coerce, or force the
child to engage in sexual activities. The person grooming
identifies vulnerabilities, erodes the child’s boundaries, and
builds up to acts of sexual abuse and control while convincing
the world around the child that they are safe in their care. When
homophobic and transphobic people and organizations accuse
the LGBTQ+ community of “grooming” children, they are never
speaking about these actual grooming behaviors.

The Facts About Grooming and
Child Sexual Abuse

Child sexual abuse is a real, widespread issue in all
communities in the United States and globally. About 1
in 4 girls and 1 in 20 boys will experience sexual abuse
before they turn 18.

In 91% of incidents, the person abusing a child is
someone the child’s family knows and trusts. About
one-third of child sexual abuse is done by an older or
more powerful child to another child.

The Facts About Sexual Abuse and
the LGBTQ+ Community

Research has consistently shown that LGBTQ+ people
are no more likely to sexually abuse children than
straight people.  

LGBTQ+ people—both youth and adults—experience
higher rates of sexual violence than their straight
peers. LGBTQ+ youth are nearly four times as likely to
experience child sexual abuse than their straight peers.
LGBTQ+ adults are 2-3x more likely to experience sexual
violence than straight adults.

https://endsexualviolencect.org/grooming-101-how-to-spot-it-how-to-stop-it/
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/11/1096623939/accusations-grooming-political-attack-homophobic-origins
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24582321/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24582321/
https://napier-repository.worktribe.com/output/1076672/working-with-children-and-young-people-who-have-displayed-harmful-sexual-behaviour
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8008535/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3134495/
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_sofindings.pdf


Consequences of misinformation and discriminatory rhetoric
Children are denied access to information and programming that can help them lead happier, healthier,
violence-free lives. Comprehensive sexuality education and violence prevention programs often address key risk
and protective factors for sexual violence, including building empathy, developing decision-making and conflict-
resolution skills, challenging traditional gender roles, and thinking critically about harmful messages in the media
about sex and relationships. These programs may also help young people who experience grooming or sexual
abuse get help sooner by teaching children the correct names for body parts, promoting bodily autonomy for
children, and helping children identify trusted adults in their lives. 

Adults operate with inaccurate information about the real risks of grooming and sexual abuse for the
children in our lives, and we might miss crucial warning signs and moments where they could intervene to keep a
child safe. 

Violence against LGBTQ+ people increases. Repeated public statements that LGBTQ+ people are dangerous to
children motivate people to spread inaccurate information about LGBTQ+ people, to enact policies that harm the
LGBTQ+ community, and to physically attack and kill LGBTQ+ people. 

What you can do to support the LGBTQ+ community 
Learn more about grooming and how to keep kids safe. Read more on our website, attend a training with The
Alliance, or request resources from your local sexual assault crisis center. 

Ask your child’s school about their sexuality education curricula, and how they are complying with
Connecticut’s law mandating sexual violence prevention programming that meets state guidelines. 

Ask the leaders of schools, sports leagues, youth groups,
after-school programs, and other youth-serving
organizations what policies and training they have in
place to protect children from grooming and sexual abuse. If
they need help developing these resources, encourage them
to contact The Alliance for assistance. 

Have conversations with people in your life who promote
or believe the falsehood that people in the LGBTQ+
community are dangerous to children. Call this messaging
out when you hear it on the news, on social media, or in
conversation.

Connect with The Alliance to access training and
support. We are here to help you be strong advocates.

To learn more, visit
endsexualviolencect.org/grooming 
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https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/Comprehensive%20Sexuality%20Education_Final508_0.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/sexualviolence/riskprotectivefactors.html
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1121&context=sferc
https://www.hrc.org/press-releases/new-report-anti-lgbtq-grooming-narrative-surged-more-than-400-on-social-media-following-floridas-dont-say-gay-or-trans-law-as-social-platforms-enabled-extremist-politicians-and-their-allies-to-peddle-inflamatory-discriminatory-rhetoric
https://www.aclu.org/legislation-affecting-lgbtq-rights-across-country
https://www.npr.org/2022/11/22/1138555795/how-political-rhetoric-factors-into-violence-against-the-lgbtq-community
https://endsexualviolencect.org/grooming-101-how-to-spot-it-how-to-stop-it/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/aFUu0BC/GeneralnterestSignUp
https://endsexualviolencect.org/member-centers/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-101q
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Publications/Statewide-K12--Sexual-Assault-Abuse--Prevention-Awareness--Program-Guidelines
https://endsexualviolencect.org/
mailto:info@endsexualviolencect.org
mailto:info@endsexualviolencect.org

